ABSTRACT -This paper describes Geffenina wangi a new species of ostracod and lists associated ostracod species discovered in the Khuff Formation, Middle Permian (Wordian) in the Jebel Gharif area (Central Oman).
INTRODUCTION
Paratypes. One complete carapace figured Pl. 1, fig. 4 ; collection number P6M1435. Fig. 1 . Location map of the area studied (modified after Platel et al., 1994) .
One complete carapace figured Pl. 1, fig. 6 ; collection number P6M1439.
Material. Ninety three complete carapaces and fragments.
Type locality. Sample 00AO107, Khuff Formation, Southern Haushi-Huqf Massif-Jebel Gharif (19(57#01$N-57(21#38$E), Middle Permian (Wordian). (samples 00AO102, 00AO106,  00AO107, see Table 1 ), Jebel Gharif, Central Oman, Middle Permian (Wordian).
Distribution. Khuff Formation
Description. RV overlapping the LV all around the carapace except at the cardinal angles; dorsal border straight to gently concave at the RV, straight to gently convex at the left one; cardinal angles obtuse and clear; posterior cardinal angle prolonged by a dorso-posterior border concave at the LV and convex at the RV; posterior border largely rounded and flattened laterally, with the maximum convexity located at the upper third of the height; ventral border straight to gently concave at the RV, straight to convex at the LV; maximum of height located between the anterior third and mid-length; anterior border largely rounded, flattened laterally with the maximum convexity located below mid-height; S 2 as oval pit with its lower part located just below mid-height; no marginal structure; dorsal view biconvex, with the maximum thickness located at posterior third of length; hinge strongly invaginated terminated by anterior and posterior cardinal teeth; surface pitted and reticulated; the pits are relatively large and the layout seems to be random; the reticulation is very fine and is organized parallel to the free margins.
Size.
Length = 0.66-1.01 mm; height = 0.41-0.59 mm; thickness = 0.42-0.56 mm.
Remarks.
Presence of a sexual dimorphism (usual in this family). Heteromorphs (female, Pl. 1, fig. 4 ) have a carapace almost rectangular with a posterior part thicker and higher; tecnomorph (male and larva) have a carapace less high in the posterior part (Pl. 1, figs [1] [2] [3] [5] [6] ). This species is attributed to the genus Geffenina as per the revision of the superfamily by Lethiers (1981) : L 2 clear, no crest, no spine, hinge strongly invaginated, no adventral structure. Geffenina wangi n.sp. seems to be closely comparable to the species Knoxiella oblonga Wang, 1978 from the Late Permian of South China. But the figuration is not very clear and the description is in Chinese. It is also close to the unspined morphotypes of Knoxites aspinifera (Green, 1963 ) from the Early Carboniferous of the Canadian Rocky Mountains (Green, 1963; Crasquin-Soleau et al., 1993) . This last species differs from the new species by the ornamentation and the lack of a spine on L 3 . Geffenina wangi n.sp. is associated with other ostracods (see Pl. 2) as identified in Table 1 .
Explanation of Plate 1. figs 1-6: Geffenina wangi Crasquin-Soleau n.sp. All specimens from sample 00AO107: 1, holotype; left lateral view; heteromorph; P6M1438; 55; 2, left lateral view; tecnomorph; P6M1440; 55; 3, left lateral view; tecnomorph; P6M1436; 55; 4, paratype; left lateral view; tecnomorph; P6M1435; 80; 5, left lateral view; tecnomorph; P6M1437; 55; 6, paratype; dorsal view; tecnomorph; P6M1439; 55. All the figured specimens are deposited in the collection of the Laboratoire de Micropaléontologie, Université Pierre et Marie Curie, Paris, France (numbers P6M). All specimens from the Khuff Formation, Jebel Gharif area, Sultanate of Oman.
